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Bureau of Education Circular of Information, No. 1. 1890. The 
History of Federal and State Aid to Higher Education in the United 
States. By Frank W. Blackmer, Ph.D. Washington, 1890. Pp.343. 

Contains in the Appendix a table showing by states the value of 
unproductive property of state colleges and universities ; value of 
productive property ; annual inconne ; permanent state endowments ; 
total state appropriations for higher education, and the amount of 
assessed valuation of the property. 

Cotton Facts. A compilation from official and reliahle sources of 
the crops, receipts of exports, stocks, home and foreign consumption^ 
visible supply, prices, and averages of cotton, for a series of years. By 
Alfred B. Shepperson. New York, 1889. P[i. 75. Price, 75 cents. 

This is the thirteenth issue of a very convenient and handy volume 
of statistics of the cotton trade. New tables have been added. 



MISCELLANY. 



STATISTICS OP CHRISTIAN NAMES IN EAKLY TIMES. 



The follovv'ing extract is taken from The Academy, Feb. 1, 1890. 

The elaborate indexes to the Register of the University of Oxford, 
1571 to 1622, compiled by Mr. Andrew Clark (Oxford Historical 
Society, 1889), include a table of Christian names, in which is set out 
the number of times that each occurs. The total of names given in 
this portion of the Register amounts to about 30,000, and must un- 
doubtedly be — as Mr. Clark calls it — " more representative of Eng- 
lish names, for the years over which it extends, than any list yet 
published." 

The following are the twelve most common Christian names, each 
occurring (approximately) more than once in every hundred out of 
the total of 80,000-.— 

John, 3826 times, or about 12.8 per cent. 

Thomas, 2777 " " 9.3 

William, 254G " " 8.5 

Kichard, 1691 " " 6.6 

Kobert, 1222 " " 4.1 

Edward, 957 " " 3.2 

Henry, 908 " •' 3.0 

George, 647 " " 2.2 

Francis, 447 " " 1.5 

James, 424 " " 1.4 

Nicholas, 326 " " 1.1 

Edmund, 298 " " 1.0 
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The following thirty-one Christian names each occur more than 
fiftv times : Anthony (262), Hugh (257), Christopher (243), Samuel 
(227), Walter (207), Roger (195), Ralph (182), Peter (175), Hum- 
phrey (168), Charles (139), Philip (137). David (129), Matthew 
(116), Michael (103), Alexander (98), Arthur (98), Laurence (90), 
Giles (88), Stephen (86), Simon (83), Daniel (79), Lewis (78), 
Joseph (78). Andrew (69). Roland (65). Evan (55), Abraham (54), 
Leonard (54), Owen (53), Gilbert (52), Morris (51). 

In comparison with this list, the following passage from the Preface 
to Mr. T. F. Kirby's Winchester Scholars (Henry Frowde, 1888) 
seems worthy of quotation, premising that the Winchester list not 
only comprises a much earlier period, but is also drawn almost exclu- 
sively from the South of England. For the two centuries referred 
to the total number of entries would be about 3,700. 

" Of the Christian names occurring In the first two hundred years 
(1393-1692) John Is by far the most common. It occurs more than 1060 
times, and was borne by nearly one oat of every three boys admitted dur- 
ing that period. William, the next in point of frequency, occurs more 
than 560 times, Thomas more than 500 times, Kichard, about 390 times, 
Robert about 250 times, and then the following names arranj^ed in order 
of frequency : Henry, Edward, Nicholas, George (chiefly in the latter 
part of the period), Edmund, Walter, Roger, Christopher, Antony, Simon, 
James, Francis, Peter, Philip, Matthew, Michael, Alexander, Geoffrey, 
Giles, Arthur, Humphrey, Charles (chiefly la the latter part of the 
period)." 



CENSUS OF THE ELECTRICAL INDUSTRY. 



At the February meeting (1890) of the National Electric Light 
Association, held at Kansas City, resolutions were passed favoring 
the extention of the investigation of the electrial industry by the 
United States Cetisus office. The following is a portion of the reso- 
lutions : — 

Be it Resolved, by the National Electric Light Association, in con- 
vention assembled. 

First. That it respectfully petitions the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States Congress to authot-ise and direct 
the superintendent t)f census to collect the following data in relation 
to the electrical industry, in addition to the general statistics of manu- 
factures already provided for by law. 

(a) Details pertaining to underground and aerial construction, 
underground and serial currents, the character and voltage of all 
currents and their ttses ; lamps in use, arc and incandescent, and how 
wired for residence, commercial, and municipal service ; motors for 
use for stationary service and motor cars^ income and expenses, etc. 



